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On the Genetic Position of the Jizhao Language
LI Jinfang and WU Yan

[Abstract] Jizhao, a newly-discovered language, is most closely related to languages of the Tai
branch of the Kam-Tai language group. From the perspective of the relationship of core cognates
and the innovative sound changes, it is closest to the Lingao language. Yet with its own distinctive
features, it should be considered an independent language within the Tai branch, and may constitute
the “Eastern Tai” sub-branch together with the Lingao language.

[Keywords] Jizhao language Lingao language Kam-Tai language  genetic position
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