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Root Morphemes Encoding “Granary” in Hmong-Mien and Chinese:
The Phonological Evolution

LI Meng

[Abstract] With root morphemes as the basic unit for discussion, we address the sound
correspondence rules of the root morphemes encoding “granary” in Hmong-Mien and Chinese.
Through an analysis on the diachronic phonological evolution and the interpretation of the chain
shift, we propose that the root morphemes for “granary” in Hmong-Mien and Chinese are related
morphemes.

[keywords] Hmong-Mien languages Chinese root morpheme sound correspondence chain
shift
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